led the Rebel prisoners in Fort Warren to write most earn-
estly to Richmond. A few weeks since Lieutenant-Com-
mander Williams had been released at Charleston, and sent
to our fleet under flag of truce with thirty days' leave to
effect an exchange, and brought me a letter from Mallory,
" Secretary Confederate Navy," stating he had not re-
ceived letters which had been sent, but accepting a propo-
sition to exchange naval officers, and proposing himself to
exchange all naval prisoners. This had been assented to by
us, and we now sent orders for the Circassian to proceed with
a hundred or two prisoners to Port Royal and bring home
our men. But after instructions had been sent to Boston for
them to go by the Circassian, we had received by telegram
fromOuld1 word that the yellow fever prevailed at Charles-
ton, with a suggestion that the proper exchange could take
place on the James River. When this suggestion was made,
I objected to it from an impression that it would come
within the army cartel and cause difficulty, but after dis-
cussing the subject with Mr. Fox, who dwelt on the infec-
tion, getting yellow fever in the squadron and at Port
Royal, and some conversation with General Hitchcock, I
reluctantly yielded assent. Word had been sent to our
senior officer, Melancthon Smith, on the James, who had
communicated with Butler, and hence the difficulty.

October 5, Wednesday. The President came to see me
pretty early this morning in relation to the exchange of
prisoners. It had troubled him through the night. I was at
no loss to perceive that behind the subject of exchange
there were matters undisclosed to me. He read again this
morning the closing remarks of a long telegram from But-
ler. I have no question there were improper remarks in
that dispatch which they at the War Department were un-
willing either Mr. Fox or myself should see, for I called
Fox in to have all the facts disclosed. He and Webb had,
by their correspondence, led to the late movement, which
1 Acting for the Confederate government.